LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER  695
the power to say that whatever has been done, has been with an eye single to my country's service. Others may have done more, but I have the right to say to you that no one has tried to do more or better within the measures of his ability. Thus much of justice, time and history will do me, so that I can without shame lay my gifts upon your altar as like the widow's mite, all I can do.
I can also answer to you that in every official or private position I have never forgotten my masonic duties and, within their tenor, have gladly fulfilled all my obligations. No brother has ever yet rightfully applied to me in vain.
It has been my fortune amid the clash of arms to restore and return the Jewels of three lodges; to relieve the distresses of many orphan children of masons. Not these alone, indeed by thousands, but my first duty was to "those of the household of faith." This is not the language of boasting, but a simple statement of fact that you may know that I can accept your tribute of masonic regard without hesitation.
Neighbors, friends, brothers, accept my heartfelt thanks. Nothing can repay a man for the loss of confidence of those with whom his boyhood and manhood has been spent, and nothing can be more grateful than the appreciation and regard of those who have known him best. If you at home say well done! what care I what others say? Brothers I thank you again and again.                                              (B F B)
From E. D. Townsend
War Department, Adjutant Oeneral'a Office, WASHINGTON, January 12th, 1866
General BENJ. F. BUTLER, LOWELL, MASS.
SIR : Pursuant to a Joint Resolution of the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Louisiana, His Excellency Governor Wells had applied to the President of the United States for the restoration to the State of Louisiana of the statue of George Washington, reported to have been carried away by the U. S. Authorities on the capture of Baton Rouge, La.
There are no papers on file in this office relating to the disposition of such statue, and the Secretary of War directs me to call upon you for any information you can give in relation to it which I will thank you to furnish accordingly. I am, Sir,
Very respectfully, Your obedient Servant, E, D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant General